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Couchm-china has a large Sea-coast of about 700 Miles in Extent, from
the River of Cambodia, to that of Quambin, and it has the Gonveniency of
many good Harbours on it, tho' they arc not fiequented by Strangers; and
along the East Coast it is very deep, for in several Places I sounded the
Depth, and found between 60 and 80 Fathoms within Haifa League of the
Shore.

There are several Islands on this Coast. Those nearest the Shore are not
dangerous. Pullo-secca de tetra, lies most Southerly, and nearest the Shore.
It is uninhabited, and looks only like a Parcel of scorcht Rocks, without
either Tree, Bush, or Grass to be seen on it. I past within a Mile of it,
and it lies about a Mile from the Shore. Pullo-secca de mate, and all the
Chain of Islands that stretch from the dangerous Shallows of Paiacel^ are
rather to be accounted Rocks than Islands. Pullo-cambn lies about 15
Leagues off the Shore, near the Paracels. It is uninhabited tho' pretty
large. Pullo-canton lies near the Shore, and so do the Islands of Champello,
but there are no Dangers ly off from them. There are strong Currents that
run to the Southward in the North-east Monsoons, which makes Pilots
take Care to keep near the Couchm-china Coast, foi fear of being driven
among the Patacels, which are a dangerous Chain of Rocks, about 130
Leagues long, and about 15 broad, and have only some Islands at each
End. There are several Inter-currents among those Rocks, but no known
Marks to keep clear of Dangers by, yet I knew an English Ship from Surat,
that drove accidentally through them, and neither knew nor saw their
Danger till it was over, when they unexpectedly saw the Coast of Couchm-
china.

In Anno 1690. a Portuguese Ship was lost on one of the Northermost
Islands of the Paracels., and all were lost but three or four Persons who
swimm'd ashore. There were many Pieces of the Wrack followed them,
and some Canisters of Flour were accidentally thrown ashore, whereby
they were supported. They built an Hut of what Timbers and Boards
they could use for that Purpose, and they found some fresh Water in the
Caverns of the Rocks, and in one Place they built a Cistern to save the
Rain Water for the dry Season. They took Sea Weeds and mixt with Mud
that they found about the Coast of the Island, and placing that Mixture
in a convenient Part to retain the Rain Water, they subsisted by that Means
a dry Season. Their Food was Sea Fowls, and Tortoises which frequented
that Island in great Numbers. In three Years they all died but one, and
in Anno 1701. a Ship bound to Maccao, coming near the Island against
their Will, seeing the Figure of a Man waving his Hands over his Head,
they had Compassion and sent their Boat to the Island, and were astonished